
A letter to Hackney Councillors; Philip Glanville, Mayor of Hackney and Dianne Abbot MP from Hackney 
residents: 

20th May 2021 
RE: Proposal for improving health equality, fitness and social integration  
in Hackney via facilities in Clissold Park whilst also reducing gang and drug crime 
 
Dear Sir / Madam,  
 
Hackney council have recently completed a public consultation for use of existing budget to develop a 
public space in Clissold Park.  With a petition with almost 2000 signatures from local residents and 
support from The Guardian, Hackney Gazette and coverage from BBC news , we are writing to request 
that you urgently support our campaign to build a dedicated outdoor space for roller skating in N16.  
Below, we have outlined the far reaching benefits of a dedicated roller space in Clissold Park – which 
would be the first in Hackney, and even London.   
 
With retailers quoting 1000% increases in sales, the roller skating community has swelled in the last 3 
years and has proved to have far reaching cultural, physical and mental health benefits.  
 
Hackney have a responsibility to improve cultural integration, reduce gang and drug crime, improve 
health and provide accessible facilities that benefit the maximum number of people in all their diversity 
including wheelchair users.  Roller sports are expanding daily but have no space to practice.   
 
Skating is incredibly good for your health, addresses health inequality,  is a sober sport that builds 
confidence and a sense of belonging (reducing drug and gang crime), improves communication skills 
between different demographics of people, great for cardio and core fitness, is suitable for all ages and 
abilities.  It’s a wonderful family activity and has low financial barriers to entry.   From 7 to 77, I have 
watched as young people, old people, black, white, international – all forget any mistrust, language 
barriers and stereotypes and instead supporting each other to learn new skills and get fit.   
 
We propose that Hackney continue to be the wonderful pioneering borough that it has always been by 
providing a flat, multi purpose space created for roller sports. Our design is affordable,  sympathetic to 
the natural surroundings and is accessible to more people per square metre than the current proposal or 
the many existing spaces such as skate bowls, tennis and basketball courts.  Our design can easily 
incorporate some gym equipment too.   
 
The budget is there now too.  A fantastic opportunity has arisen to make our design a reality but we 
urgently need your help and support.  Hackney have earmarked some budget to develop a specific site in 
Clissold Park.  Unfortunately the public consultation* (which closed on May 30th)  only gave feedback for 
one of two options. 1. Gym equipment or 2. Site to be returned to the wild / lawn with no gym 
equipment. Further information below and at www.rollersportsUK.com.  
 
This consultation was written before lockdown when the needs of the park were not as obvious. The  
extraordinary scenes at the Clissold Park tennis courts  when they closed during lockdown have 
demonstrated an overwhelming need for a multipurpose roller space.  The number of skaters and types 
of skaters has now swelled to such a high level across the UK but especially Hackney that the sport can no 
longer be pushed aside to unofficial or unsafe spaces.  
 
During lockdown many tennis courts across the UK were closed including Clissold. Normally hidden in 
underground car parks or under flyovers, this made roller sports far more accessible and more visible. 
Children, teenagers and families were provided with a safe space to learn and socialise – integrating a 
wonderfully diverse range of people, something unseen in most sports. Roller skaters happily sharing the 
space with all ages and abilities and with skateboard learners who also can’t use the bowls.    Women and 
teenagers practicing alone were able to go to their local park and feel safe walking home.  My children 
and I were among them.  

http://www.rollersportsuk.com/


 
With lockdown lifted these vast numbers of roller skaters, in-line skaters, wheel chair users, artistic 
skaters, derby skaters, figure skaters and learner skateboarders / skaters all need somewhere to go.  
 
Seeing the incredible positivity and swelling numbers of people taking up the sport, I started to ask where 
we would go after lockdown and the tennis courts re-opened. Nowhere apparently.  I learned that this 
has been an ongoing issue for decades.  The press have picked up the story too and we have received 
coverage from The Guardian, BBC News among others.  
 
PROPOSAL 
We propose that the existing budget is used to create a smooth, flat, multi purpose space for roller sports 
in Clissold Park.  This will benefit a larger number of people and a more diverse demographic of people 
than gym equipment which is readily available in other nearby parks and in an affordable pay-as-you-go 
gym just 2 minutes away at Clissold Leisure Centre.  
 
 
OBJECTIONS / BENEFITS 
 
“WHY CANT YOU USE SKATE BOWLS?”  skateboards represent only 5% of the skaters, is fairly male 
dominated and requires very high skill levels. Roller skating and skateboard learners require a smooth, 
level rink without potholes.  There was once a time when skating bowls were unheard of too - relegated 
to scraps of urban land underneath flyovers etc. Now skating bowls are common place. We need this kind 
of accessibility for roller skaters too.  
 
“WHATS WRONG WITH EXISTING SPACES? THERE ARE ALREADY SO MANY CONCRETE CAGES?”    
Wrong. There are NO existing spaces. ZERO. And roller skaters to do not need ball cages.  It’s true there 
are many smooth, level spaces that are great for roller skating but we get moved on because they are 
dedicated to other sports for whom the space was originally designed or funded by.  A path in Victoria 
Park.  A basket ball court in Finsbury Park. The forecourts by Emirates Arsenal stadium.  A path in Hyde 
park. Shopping malls after they have closed. Nowhere in Clissold Park since the space was closed in the 
80’s.   Skaters always come second -  having to beg, apologise or are often at the receiving end of hostility 
from the sport’s players or car park owners.  We need your help. We need our own space.     
 
SAFETY 
We were asked the other day “why can’t you just use some of the new LTNs?”. The roads are not family 
friendly and you would never ask tennis players “why can’t you just use a cricket pitch?”.  
 
There are a couple of roller discos but again, this is for a limited demographic. Skaters have quite literally 
been forced out of public space for years and have been confined to car parks and other unsuitable and 
dangerous locations with bicycles , dogs, cars, pot holes and all kinds of other injury prone risks. There is 
also a personal safety issue for women, children and teenagers who often have to practice alone in a 
hidden car park, for example.  
 
LONG STANDING CAMPAIGNS / BLACK HISTORY 
Hackney resident say the request for gym equipment has been there for over a year.    HOWEVER,  the 
roller skating community in London have been actively campaigning for many, many years.   Roller 
skating has a long, rich history in the black community. It is primarily black skaters and skaters from 
working class backgrounds who have been keeping the activity alive and fighting for increasingly 
diminishing space. Middle class Victorians enjoyed accessible rinks and Clissold Park had a rink until the 
80’s. These days skating is for everyone. 
 
Hackney have a real opportunity to champion a sport that really represents and integrates all the 
residents of Hackney.  
 



 
HEALTH INEQUALITY 
Hackney has shockingly high levels of health inequality, and the council must show it is willing to take 
action to combat this, particularly in the midst of a pandemic which we know disproportionately affects 
BME residents.  This letter is a request to address health inequality in Hackney, by building a space that 
will benefit everyone, with black residents and those from low income families and other marginalised 
groups benefiting as well as generating improved integration.  Roller skating typically benefits a wider 
demographic than say gym equipment/tennis.  
 
I have been struck by how skating is an inexpensive activity that excludes no-one- from low income 
families to wheelchair users-  all people come together to share tips and skills. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY / WHEELCHAIR USERS  
We have support from several professionals in the skating community including the founder from 
wheelchair roller skating charity ‘wheelsandwheelchairs’ who provide a skating experience for wheel 
chair users with specially adapted wheelchairs.  We have even had offers from surveyors who are offering 
to donate their time to design the space.  
 
UK WORLD CHAMPIONS 
We also have the support of the the speed skating champion for Team GB, Adrian Wordsworth.   
Additionally, London roller derby is one of the top teams in the world. With 100+ members of all kinds of 
backgrounds, they’ve been on the frontline of elite level roller skating for over 10 years now. Something a 
city should be proud of, and support where possible.  
 
FITNESS BENEFITS 
Roller skating is a low impact, aerobic fitness activity accessible to people of all ages, fitness levels and 
backgrounds.  It’s highly cardio-vascular, especially good for the core and legs.  It has also been shown 
that falls are less likely in elderly people who used to engage in activities that improve balance.     
 
Gym equipment, as proposed by the council, is readily available at many different locations across 
Hackney including Finsbury Park and Holloway Road. And an affordable council run gym just a two minute 
walk away at Clissold Leisure Centre.   In contrast, there are no roller skating spaces anywhere in the city. 
This is clearly unsustainable given the growth in participation in the activity over the past year.  
 
SOCIAL INTEGRATION BENEFITS 
Roller skating is one of the most supportive and inclusive forms of exercise available; the sense of 
connection and wellbeing that people find in roller skating undoubtedly spreads to their families and 
communities.   It brings together so many demographics of people and as a fitness activity is a 
constructive and sober space for young people to come together while also mixing with children and 
adults alike. 
 
 
MENTAL HEALTH & CRIME REDUCTION 
The confidence generated by communicating with people from different ages and backgrounds is really 
strong in the skating community.  It also a sober activity so provides an excellent social activity for young 
people that also creates a sense of belonging thereby reducing gang and drug related crime.   
 
I challenge anyone not feel a life affirming glow from watching the respect and kindness between the 
different subcultures.  The guardian newspaper and multiple other press covered the story also observed 
that it is extraordinary to watch.  
 
BENEFITS FOR A GREATER NUMBER OF PEOPLE PER SQUARE METRE 
From the 29 March 2021, the tennis courts were re-opened to a maximum of 14 people at a time and the 
various roller skaters and learner skateboarders lost their space. We now have to travel at least 30 



minutes to skate. I  watched 150-200 people a day enjoying a space which is now limited to 14 people. If 
the plans for outdoor gym equipment go ahead, we might see a full capacity of 10 to 15 people.  But the 
liklihood is that we will see it stand empty most of the time (I attach photos of the Finsbury Park gym 
(empty apart from 2 people) taken no more than five minutes after the basketball courts (packed full of 
skaters).  
  
Furthermore, given the strain that the pandemic has placed on mental health, Hackney council has a 
responsibility to listen to what residents know they need in order to begin healing after such a traumatic 
and isolating collective experience.   
 
SEE FOR YOURSELF 
We invite you to come and watch or participate.  In the meantime, please look at some of the incredible 
photos and videos collected showing the inter-generational, multi cultural support and communication.  
Children teaching adults, teenagers crossing bridges with adults, 70 years olds trying skating for the first 
time.  I have watched barriers come down between people who might normally be culturally guarded 
from one another.  I challenge you not to feel a warm, life affirming glow at the sight of such happy 
people sharing and supporting one-another.  
 
HACKNEY AS A PIONEER 
Hackney council has an opportunity to lead the way and become the first council to create a dedicated 
outdoor roller skating space. This innovative and pioneering project would address health inequalities in 
the borough, bring people together and facilitate the growth of this inclusive, uplifting and effective form 
of exercise.    Gym equipment may or may not be taken up by the people of Stoke Newington.   But there 
are already thousands of skaters desperate for space.  
 
Please do contact me on 07930 xxx xxx with any questions. 
Elizabeth Melinek 
(Stoke Newington resident for 4 generations) 
  www.rollersportsUK.com 
 

*Hackney council are planning to build a new ‘splash pad’ in Clissold Park to replace the old 
paddling pool. The ‘splash pad’ will be in a new location in the park, so the council are seeking 
input from residents on what to do with the space where the old paddling pool currently stands. 
It is this space that we propose a rink. Or maybe use the budget to create a new space next to 
the tennis courts, thereby keeping the sports all in one area or keep the splash pool in the 
current paddling pool site and use the disused bowling green for a roller sports space.  

 
 
 

http://www.rollersportsuk.com/

